
Note # 1 
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON 06.12.2016 FROM 2.00 PM 

AT SRI ALLURI SEETARAMA RAJU MEMORIAL HALL, BESIDE OLD BUS STAND, BHIMAVARAM 

(VILLAGE & MANDAL), WEST GODAVARI DISTRICT FOR THE PROPOSED DRILLING OF TWO 

SHALE GAS AND OIL EXPLORATORY DRILLING WELLS ONE EACH AT KOLANAPALLI (V), 

KALLA (M) AND ANDALURU (V), VEERAVASARAM (M) IN WEST GODAVARI BASIN BY M/S. 

OIL AND NATURAL GAS CORPORATION LTD., 

  

  

PANEL MEMBERS: 

  

Chairman:  MD.Hasim Shariff, Additional Joint Collector, West Godavari Dist. 

  

Representative of the A.P. Pollution Control Board: Sri S.Venkateswarlu, Environmental Engineer, 

Regional Office, Eluru, West Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh 

  

Industry Representatives present: 

  

           1. Dr.P. Chandrasekaran, GM-Basin Manager KG-PG Basin, M/s. Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation Ltd., Rajahmundry. 

  

           2. Sri A.V.V.S Kamaraju, GM-Head Forward Base KG-PG Basin, M/s. Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation Ltd., Rajahmundry. 

  

At the outset, the Environmental Engineer, APPCB, RO, Eluru has welcomed the public gathering of the 

Environmental public Hearing. He informed that press notification regarding the public hearing was 

issued on 05.12.2016 in Eenadu Telugu New paper and in The Hindu English news paper. The press 

notification was issued in connection with the proposal of the ONGC for drilling two Shale gas/ oil wells 

one each at Kolanapalli (V), Kalla (M) and at Andaluru (V) in Veeravasaram (M). Cost of the project is 

Rs. 93 Crores. The distance between sites of the proposed wells i.e Kolanapalli and Andaluru is about 

25 Km and hence Bhimavaram town which is at equidistance is fixed as venue for the public hearing 

so that public can attend the hearing conveniently. Draft EIA report and executive summaries in 

Telugu and in English are made available at various public office places as mentioned in the paper 

notification for access to the public for 30 days. Publicity was also given in the concerned villages 

about the public hearing. This public hearing is conducted as per the Government of India notification 

S.O. 1533 dated 14.09.2016, where in certain projects like drilling of the oil wells etc required to 

obtain Environmental Clearance for which comments/ Objectives/ Suggestions of the public have to be 

solicited on environmental impacts and other pollution problems that may arise from the proposed 

activities before according environmental clearance by the MoEF & CC, GoI . The views/ objections and 

suggestions of the public would be recorded and the project proponent would give clarifications on the 

issues raised in the public hearing. Minutes in the public hearing incorporating all the views/ 

objections/ suggestions of the public would be submitted to the Government of India for further action 

on the application of project proponent for according environmental clearance. The project proponent 

would give detailed presentation on the project details, environmental impacts etc. 

  

Then the EE, APPCB, RO, Eluru requested the Additional Joint Collector, Eluru to conduct the 

proceedings for the public hearing. 

  

The Additional Joint Collector, Eluru informed that the public hearing is intended to solicit the views of 

the public on the proposed project of drilling of exploratory wells by the ONGC. Public have to express 

their views on pros and cons of the proposed project. He also informed that public can also submit 

representations and reports, if any, on the proposed project, which would then be incorporated as part 

of record of minutes and forwarded to the Government of India. The Additional Joint Collector 

requested the ONGC representative to explain to the public about the proposed project, its 

environmental impacts and preventive and control measures. 

  

Sir A.V.S.S. Kamaraju, GM (Geology)- Head, Forward Base K& G Basin, M/s ONGC has welcomed the 

gathering of the public hearing and explained about the project as follows: 

  

• M/s ONGC is a government under taking company with Maharatna Status and completed 60 

years in August, 2016 since establishment. Started with exploration and now M/s ONGC is 

engaged in exploration, Drilling and production of Oil in India as well as in 17 other countries. 

In India, ONGC activities are going on in 7 states such as Assam, Maharastra, Tamilnadu, 

Andhra Pradesh etc, which are found potential for exploration and production of oil. As far as 

Andhra Pradesh is concerned, only 3 districts i.e Krishna, West Godavari and East Godavari 

were found to contain oil & gas reserves. 

• Observed gas reserves in the area during drilling operation carried out in 2014 in Narasapur 

Area. 

• So far about 4.8 Million Tons of Oil and 79.3 Billion cum of gas are produced by M/s ONGC. 

Andhra Pradesh has profited to an extent of about Rs. 3000 Crores in the form of royalty and 

sales tax. 

• ONGC is a responsible organisation and expended about Rs. 90 Cr during the last 10 years 

under corporate social responsibility. 

• Present public hearing is for drilling of two wells such as SU- SG- A/ 4400 mts at Kolanapalli 

(V), Kalla (M) and MA- SG-A/4300 mts at Andaluru of Veeravasaram (M). Exploration of shale 

gas availability at 4.4Km/ 4.3 Km depth is the purpose of the proposed drilling projects. 



• Cost of the project is Rs. 47 Cr for Kolanapalli well and Rs. 46 Cr for Andaluru well. 

• Base line data of soil, water and air samples at different locations have been collected and 

analysed as per Pollution Control Board norms. These samples will also be collected and 

analysed during project activity and post project activity to assess impacts if any. 

• The proposed project is only an exploratory drilling to assess availability of shale gas. 

• The proposed activity requires 10 m3/ day of water for drinking purposes and another 10 m3/ 

day for drilling operations. 

• 5 Ac to 6 Acres of land is required for each location. 

• Drilling activity to take place for 3-4 months. 

• About 700 wells were dug since 1970s by ONGC so far in A.P, of which very few only found to 

yield oil and gas. 

• 85 wells were dug so far in West Godavari District, of which 5-6 wells only are yielding oil & 

gas.Many benefits such as increase in indigenous production of oil and gas, preference to A.P 

in gas allocation, increase of national and state revenues, decrease in oil imports, savings in 

foreign exchange besides capacity building and economic stability of the country accrue as a 

result of activities of ONGC. 

• ONGC is presently producing 0.295 Million tons of Crude oil and 0.619 BCM (Billion cubic 

meters) of oil in K-G Basin. ONGC is producing more natural gas @ 22.57 Billion cum 

compared to other oil companies in India. 

• Actual activities to be under taken at the drilling site are drill site preparation, rig mobilization, 

drilling, testing, capping, abandonment and site restorations. 

• Drill site is identified after survey and the identified site is acquired by ONGC through revenue 

authorities. 

• ONGC has 7 rigs operating at different places. These rigs are transported from one place of 

drilling to another and drilling activity is under taken. Each drill site will be of 120 m x 160 m 

size and bore size will be 30”. 

• All rigs owned by ONGC are electrical rigs unlike earlier diesel rigs. Drilling is carried out both 

vertically and inclined depending on site conditions. 

• There will not be any ground water pollution because of inner and outer casing provided for a 

depth of 200 m - 300 m below the ground. Final bore size will be about 7” at the deepest 

point. 

• Drilling is a critical activity because of increase of temperature lower strata as drilling goes 

deeper and deeper. Hence, drilling is very expensive. Shale gas will be available at 4000 m in 

shale rock formation below ground level. 

• HDPE lined pits will be provided to store drill cuttings and drill mud. Drilling will be vertical 
only. 
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The General Manager (Geology) has explained with the help of slide presentation about the air quality 

data, soil quality data, noise level, water quality, air quality impacts (air Modelling), base line air 

quality parameters vis- a- vis during drilling operations etc. He explained that only Bentonite, Barites 

and other earth based materials are used and hence no damage to environment expected. He 

explained about environment management plan in detail. Drill cuttings of 5 to 10 Tons per day are 

washed, collected in HDPE lined waste pit, then sundried and covered with nature soil as drill cutting 

do not contain any Hazardous material. All measures will be taken to ensure that no waste water 

seeps into ground, noise levels will be maintained within limits, personal protective equipment will be 

provided. Steel protective casing will be provided in the well. ETP will be provided to treat the 

wastewater. Measures will be taken for protection of flora and fauna around the site etc. Our 

Corporate Social Responsibility activities particularly focuses on providing toilets for girls schools, 

computers, providing drinking water facilities such as RO plants in villages, aiding for educational 

improvement etc. Water facility is provided to 24 educational institutions located in Bhimavaram, Kalla 

and Veeravasaram Mandal. 

  

In case of possibility for availability of gas, 30 m x 30 m fencing will be provided around site otherwise 

well will be capped as per standard safety procedures. In case of blow outs, an onsite emergency plan 

is also in place to tackle such blow out situation. 

  

The GM (Geology), M/s ONGC concluded his presentation and stated that all the activities of ONGC will 

be carried out in transparent manner and requested public to cooperate. 

  

The Additional Joint Collector informed the public that the ONGC has explained the details of activities 

to be under taken by them and requested the public to come forward and express the views/ 

objections/ suggestions. 

  

Comments/ views/ Objections/ Suggestions expressed by the public during the public 

hearing are summarized as furnished below: 

  

Sri Satyanaryana Murthy, Assistant Secretary, CPI, Visakhapatnam: 

He expressed serious apprehension about adverse environmental after affects because of shale gas 

exploration drilling activities. ONGC has not explained in detail about the shale gas exploration. 

Neither the ONGC has got technical expertise in shale gas exploration. Many developed countries like 

America banned shale gas exploration long back. A group of doctors/ physicians for social 

responsibility made a study and declared through reports that environmental consequences of shale 

gas production would be disastrous. About 2 crores litres of water is required for fracking operations of 



shale gas exploration, which results in ground water pollution, adverse health effects to surrounding 

people and cattle. Because of these adverse effects, shale gas production has banned in America. The 

ONGC should have given details of adverse effects that happenend elsewhere in the world where shale 

gas exploration was undertaken. Reports of the project were not kept for public access at Kolanapalli 

and Andaluru as mandated in EIA notification. ONGC explained to the villagers only about the CSR 

activities and ONGC activities, but not displayed EIA reports in Telugu. No awareness was created to 

the villagers, which is against law. Environmental consequences and not the profitability of a project 

shall be critically reviewed for accepting any project. He apprehended that shale gas exploration and 

production will also go private from ONGC as government is inviting foreign private companies to 

invest in shale gas exploration in India. Even public sector undertakings are not taking proper 

measures for environmental protection. Pollution Control Boards are operating with inadequate staff to 

act affectively. PCB may impose fines, but it is in vain when the damage cause cannot be restored or 

rectified. He opposed the conduct of public hearing for the reasons stated above and denying the 

cancellation of public hearing. 

  

Sri B.V.Varma, CPM, Bhimavaram, West Godavari District: 

He opined that the way public hearing is conducted is against law and also against the land acquisition 

act 2003 and orders of the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal and Hon’ble Supreme Court. Demanded to 

conduct the public hearing at the two villages at Kolanapalli and Andaluru. As per Supreme court 

orders, public hearing shall be conducted within 1 Km radius of the project site. No public from 

villages have attend the hearing. Many countries have already banned the activity, which itelf is a 

proof that the proposed project would cause serious environmental consequences. 700 chemical are 

going to be used in the drilling activity. The chemicals would cause genetic disorders, abortions etc. 

Demanded that the proposed drilling activities shall not be allowed in highly rich agricultural delta of 

this area. He strongly opposed the public hearing and demanded to conduct the same in the two 

villages. 

  

Sri Ramachandra Raju, R/O Andaluru (V), Veeravasaram(M), West Godavari District: 

He enclosed the opinion expressed by Sri. B.V.Varma, CPM. He requested the project proponent to 

remove the solid waste dumped in his land at Andaluru which is existing adjacent to the proposed 

drilling site. He sought to know the impacts of disposal of solid waste generated due to drilling 

operations, more specifically to his lands. He requested ONGC authorities to safe guard the interests 

of adjacent farmers. He also demanded to keep in place a compliant redressal mechanism so that the 

grievances are redressed effectively. He also suggested to have a toll free number to address the 

problem faced by the public. 

  

Sri R.Rama Krishna, Agricultural Labour Union, Regional Head, Bhimavaram: 

ONGC in their presentation promised many measure to tackle emergency situation. But, in practice 

they are not implemented. A fire accident occurred due to drilling activities at Nagendrapuram, near 

Nagidipalem Village. Water body also got contaminated due to oil. ONGC did not supply even drinking 

water in spite of protests by the villagers. All the nearby houses developed cracks due to drilling 

operations. No compensation paid till now. In such state of affairs, public hearing without the presence 

of the concerned village people is not justifiable. Hence, the public hearing has to be conducted in the 

presence of villagers. 

  

Sri J.Narasimha Murthy, Konithivada, Veeravasaram (M): 

He opposed the proposed activity. He stated that he surrounding people located in the nearby villages 

are in a state of fear and strongly rejected the activity as their villages will suffer due to earthquakes, 

low yield of agriculture and ill health as the proposed activity releases toxic gases. Project should not 

be allowed without the acceptance of the two villages where drilling activities are proposed. 

  

Sri Yerneni Nagendra, President, Farmers Federation: 

He categorically stated that ONGC is not having required experience in shale gas exploration and 

hydro fracking. No information available as to whether ONGC acquired the required skills. It is quite 

clear that other countries are banning shale gas exploration. But, ONGC is going ahead with shale gas 

exploration. In these circumstances, a committee consisting of officials of ONGC, environmentalists 

and local people shall visit other countries and find out the reasons for banning the shale gas 

exploration and for the environmental damages occurred in those countries. People are frightened 

about the drilling activities. Already there is a petition filed in Hon’ble High Court on land subsidence 

due to drilling operations. Huge quantities of water are required to refill the wells and finding water 

source is challenge. Toxic chemicals and Hydrogen Sulphide gas will harm surrounding environment. 

Promises and commitments made by ONGC are seldom implemented and ONGC being a Government 

organization no action can be taken against it. Action taking body i.e., PCB is insufficiently staffed. He 

opposed the proposed drilling activity of ONGC. 

  

Sri M. Krishnam Raju, Secretary, Krishn Godavari Parirakshana Samithi, Bhimavaram: 

Conducting public hearing at Bhimavaram depriving the participation of the affected villages is not 

correct and proper. Many adverse effects are expected from the proposed drilling activities. 

Government is not responding to court orders in petition on land subsidence. Drilling activity causes 

land subsidence and also sea level rising. ONGC cannot go ahead without taking local people into 

confidence and analysing pros and cons. He opposed the project. 

Sri P.Satyanarayana, Kalla(M), West Godavari District: 

He opined that the public hearing shall be conducted in the two villages and not in the Bhimavaram. 

Opinion of the two villages shall be taken by conducting public hearing at two villages. 

  

Sri V. Sunanda Reddy, Environmentalist. President, Dharitri Paryaavarana Parirakshana 

Samstha, Nalgonda: 
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While welcoming the project, he expressed the following: 

1. ONGC shall take required steps to protect the ecological balance in the surroundings. 

2. To collect the data of the health status of the people ,crop, production status and ground 

water availability status within 10 km radius where the drilling of two shale gas and oil 

exploratory wells proposed to be taken up. 

3. To construct rain water storage tanks for collection of rain water during monsoon. 

4. To take up plantation nearby the surrounding villages in addition to the plantation proposed in 

the project area. 

5. To take up study on the ground water levels before and after exploration to have base line 

data. 

6. To pay the lease amount in advance to the land owners. 

7. To develop green belt in the villages. 

8. To allot cess from the gas exploration to the affected villages development. 

9. Skill development training to unemployed youth and employment to the local people. 

10. To form co-ordination committees with villagers to take up plan of action for utilization of CSR 
funds. 

Sri Dr.Matlapudi Satyanaryana, Associate Professor, Dept. Of Environmental Sciences and 

Advisor, Krishna Godavari Protection Counsel, Bhimavaram: 

There is always a conflict between development and environment. Hence, sustainable development is 

the need of the hour. They approached the court also opposing the drilling activities because damage 

to environment cannot be compensated. People must have been educated in detail about the project 

activities which would have facilitated in expressing views/objections. Conducting public hearing 

without publicity and information and under police protection is not proper and hence cannot be 

impartial. Even drilling process is not explained in the report. There are incidences of land subsidence 

in states like Gujarat and in our State also in Godavari Districts. He opposed the project. 

  

Sri Panduranga Raju, Kumuduvalli (V), Rashtra Rythu Karyacharana Samithi: 

They came to know that the ONGC is planning to drill 70000 wells in hydro fracking process in Krishna 

Godavari Delta Basin. ONGC has not mentioned any control measures to control harmful emissions. 

20000 acres of agricultural land in Krishna, East Godavari and West Godavari District would be 

damaged and consequently farmers, farm workers etc., would be put to great loss. These projects are 

taken up by the Government to finally handover to the private corporate entities. He requested 

Government not to go ahead with the project and hence the project shall be cancelled. 

  

Sri K.Venkat Rao, Undi, President, A.P.Agriculture Labour Union: 

They visited Kalla village and Andaluru village and came to know that nobody knows about the public 

hearing. He demanded to conduct public hearing in the two villages after giving wide publicity and 

then only a decision has to be taken on the project. 

  

Sri B.Satyanaryana, Kalla (M), W.G.Dt: 

People of delta area are suffering from ill health such as cancer. Incidences of cancer in public have 

increased due to environmental pollution. He opined that conducting public hearing at Bhimavaram 

instead of the two villages is not correct and proper. Govt is not giving any priority to the local people 

in allocation of gas. This project is taken up with an ulterior motive of profiting private corporate 

companies like Reliance. He astonished that when the developed countries have banned the shale gas 

exploration and hydro fracking for environmental reasons, how our Government is going ahead with 

such destructing practices. Ground water gets polluted. This project is of no use to the public, instead 

it will damage the health of the people. He opposed the project, as it is against the land acquisition 

acts also. 

  

Sri Y.Rajesh, Human Rights Forum, General Secretary: 

He criticized inaction on the part of the authorities for not taking any action against the responsible 

though accidents such as 2014 Gas Accident of Gail in East Godavari District, Bhopal Gas tragedy etc, 

happened. It is very difficult to understand the technical issues mentioned in the EIA report even by 

the educated. He opposed the project. 

  

Sri Srinivas, CPM, Dindi (V): 

He questioned as to why public hearing is conducted at Bhimavaram instead of in affected villages. He 

demanded that public hearing shall be conducted in the affected villages only. He also opposed shale 

gas exploration and production because it is banned in other countries because of environmental 

concerns. 

  

Sri B.Srinivas, Andaluru (V): 

He opposed the project as it involves dangerous activities that may destroy highly rich agricultural 

belt. Criticized that ONGC acquires land in the villages, but conduct public hearing elsewhere, which is 

not correct. People are frightened about the project. Hence, public hearing has to be conducted in the 

two villages. 

  

Sri Vaitla Vidhyadharam, Secretary, District Rythu Sangham: 

He opined that conducting public hearing in Bhimavaram instead of the in affected villages is not 

according to law. Authorities have not even responded to explain the reasons for conducting the public 

hearing in Bhimavarm. He demanded reply from authorities. 

  



  

  

  

Sri M.Sitaram Prasad, CPM Secretary, Bhimavaram Town:

He opposed the project and public hearing because neither wide publicity is given in villages nor 

reports were made available in the villages. As this project is of no use to the public, they will strongly 

oppose the project. 

  

Sri T.Ananda Rao, District General Secretary, Human Rights Forum:

He also questioned about the conducting public hearing in Bhimavaram instead of the affected 

villages. He opposed the project because it adversely affect the health of the people.

  

Sri Ambati Kumar, Madhurapudi, Mandavali (M), Krishna District:

He informed that his house is located at 90 mtrs from the drilling site. He questioned that in case of 

damage to his house, whom to approach for redressal. Authorities are unresponsive. Crop damage 

assessment is also not done properly.

The Additional Joint Collector

  

Sri Cherukuri Venugopala Rao, Krishna District:

Drinking water availability is in deplorable condition in this delta area particularly after division of the 

state. ONGC has not done social impact ass

  

Sri D.Prabhakar, District Secretary, CPI, Eluru:

He opined that the proposed shale gas drilling is different from the natural gas drilling. This is not 

divulged by the ONGC in their presentation. Shale gas drilling is very da

700 chemicals and consumes 2 Crore litres of water. ONGC and government shall also make an 

assessment as to whether the shale gas exploration is beneficial or a concern for the environment and 

human beings. Then only public he

opposed the project. 

  

Chand Bhasha, Taderu, Bhimavaram:

Accidents could not be averted even though ONGC has emergency plans in place, which shows the 

apathy of the officials. There is no e

cleavage in earth due to shale gas drilling operations. He opposed the shale gas drilling.

  

The Additional Joint Collector, Eluru requested the ONGC officials to give clarifications.

  

At this juncture, the public again opposed the public hearing.

  

Sri A.V.S.S. Kamaraju, GM, M/s ONGC has clarified that shale gas drilling process proposed by ONGC 

is totally different. In other countries, drilling is carried out horizontally at only 500 m b

whereas ONGC proposes only vertical drilling and that too upto 4000 meters below ground. He also 

informed that shale gas production will be undertaken only after detailed and extensive studies and 

analysis and in safe manner.

  

Then the Additional Joint Collector, Eluru concluded the public hearing proceedings.

  

  

  

Environmental Engineer,

Additional Joint Collector

Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board,

Eluru, W.G.District. 

Regional Office, Eluru.W.G.Dt.
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